
  ST IVES AND DISTRICT 

AREA ROAD SAFETY COMMITTEE 

 

 
Chairman:     Mrs Margaret Lumb                          Vice Chairman:   Mr Colin Saunderson 

 

      Please reply to: Secretary 

        71 High Street 

        Earith 

        Huntingdon 

        Cambs PE28 3PP 
               

         email: owen.mclaughlin@btinternet.com 
Or text Owen on 07738 467857 

 

Minutes 
 

 Of the Meeting held on Tuesday 8th September 2015 at 7.30 pm – at St. Ives Town Hall 
 

Present:  
Colin Saunderson (CS) : Fenstanton PC 

Jean Chandler  (JC) : Co-opted member 

Margaret Lumb         (ML) : Bluntisham PC 

Brian Burpitt  (BB) : HCV Group 

Peter Smith  (PS) : St. Ives Town Council 

Jeff Nicholls  (JN) : Earith PC 

Bob Hare  (BH) : Neighbourhood Watch 

Mike Newman  (MN) : Pidley-cum-Fenton  PC 

Lesley Craig  (LC) : Houghton and Wyton PC 

Keith Sisman  (KS) : Upwood, Speedwatch 

Noel Baker  (NB) : Wyton-on-the-Hill PC 

Owen McLaughlin (OM) : Secretary 

 

 

1. Welcomes & Apologies   
 
Apologies had been received from:  Graham Bull, Andy Street, Matthew Fox, Ros Cary-Townsend and  
Eda McPherson 

 
2. Election of Chair & Vice-Chair 

 
OM as acting Chair asked for nominations for the role of Chair. 
 
LC proposed Margaret Lumb as Chair JN Seconded. There were no other nominations. 
ML was unanimously elected as Chair. 
 
OM asked for nominations for the role of Vice-Chair. 
  
PS proposed Colin Saunderson as Vice-Chair, BH seconded. There were no other nominations. 
CS was unanimously elected as Vice-Chair. 
 
ML took over as Chair for the rest of the meeting. 

 
      



 
 

3. Minutes - To approve Minutes of  the meeting on 14th  July 2015 
 

A motion to approve the minutes of the last meeting held on July 14th 2015. JN Proposed, MN seconded. 
All were in favour of approval. 

 

 
4. Matters arising from the Minutes 

 

Cambs Accident Statistics: 

 
OM said he had looked for local accident statistics following the discussion at the last meeting and had 
found a good website. He handed out a summary for Cambridgeshire between 2005 and 2014. The 
number showed that the downward trend in killed and seriously injured had stopped in 2012 and was again 
increasing. While casualties for car drivers had fallen, the reverse was true for cyclists and motorcyclists.  
 
KS agreed that he numbers were now going backwards.  He thought that lack of investment was one of the 
main causes.  

 
Wyton-on-the-Hill Development: 
 
CS  had attended the stakeholders meeting on July 23rd.   His report on this meeting is at Appendix B. 

 
 

5. Correspondence 
 

Letter from Jonathan Djanogly MP:   
 
A  letter from Jonathan Djanogly had been received in response to our request for support for BRAKE’s 
campaign to review sentencing for serious traffic offences. ML read out the letter. The full text is shown in 
Appendix A. This letter was much more openly supportive than the one received from Shailesh Vara who is 
perhaps more circumspect because he is a minister. 
 
Action: OM to respond with thanks. 

 
Matthew Fox, Oldhurst PC:  Letter of Resignation 

 
Hi Owen I am sorry but I have discussed it with our parish council & don't believe it necessary for us to 
have a representative on your committee.  
Although I see what you as a committee are trying to achieve I can't see what you are actually achieving 
that we as a parish cannot do ourselves.  
So unfortunately I will not be attending anymore.  
Regards  
 
Mathew Fox  
 
ML said it was a shame because we are achieving things but we don’t publicise them. We have MPs 
support and Amanda Mays in the County Council is also supportive. We are only one of 2  Road Safety 
Committees left in Cambridgeshire. 
 
MN commented that Oldhurst still have Speedwatch running.  

 

 



 
 
6. Review of Active Items 
 
 

Item 38 Thorndown School Crossing 

Issue  

Meeting 

Comment 

This has become a problem due to the expansion of the school and the fact that more pupils now 

have to cross Hill Rise. St. Ives Town Council  have succeeded in a bid to improve the crossing 

on Hill Rise. The work was delayed until after school refurbishment which was completed at 

Easter. 

Meeting 

Comment 

PS reported that things were progressing slowly and it is a case of  just wait and see. 

 
 

7.  Review of Remaining Items  
 

Item 4: Wheatsheaf:  
 
After last meeting ML had emailed Steve Criswell  and said how concerned we were about this junction. He 
said he was working on it but for the present wanted to retain secrecy about the details. Graham Bull was also 
supportive. They have met with officers and seen the junction to see what they can do. However, it will have to 
be a cheap solution due to the shortage of funds. 
 
Item 5:  Earith High Street:  
 
No change at all. 

 
Item 6: Low Road, Fenstanton.  
 
No change. 
 
Item 14: Lloyds bank parking 
 
CS thought the problem will get worse  because the post office is moving to the shop where Mace is.  Cones 
must be put outside to deter parking otherwise it will be chaos with deliveries. 
PS said that he was not sure when this was going to happen.  
ML  thought we should have a  Watching Item for  “Moving the post office” 
 
BH said he had received an email message from Andrew Goodwin about Bridge Street parking. 
JC agreed that  Bridge Street has always been a problem.  
PS added that there is a knock-on problem. All the blue badge parking is unlimited which means you can leave 
your car there almost permanently. There is no turnover of people,  so others park in bad places as a result. 
There should be a 3 hour maximum. Wheelchair users have been to the council to complain.  
BB wondered if something could be done under a minor improvement notice. 
ML asked PS to put this to the town council. 
 
Another problem is that of taxis and cars crossing the old bridge which is not allowed. 
KS said we could you write to the taxi licencing authority at HDC about this. 
CS agreed and said that they will act if they have evidence. 
BB though it might also be possible to get evidence from CCTV footage. 
CS said we should ask HDC to request that the CCTV  controllers pass data to the licencing authority. 
 
Action for OM to pursue.  
 



[Post-meeting Note]  Andy Street has circulated the letter shown below to all local taxi firms 
 
 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

 

I am writing to all local taxi firms in relation to motor vehicles crossing St. Ives old bridge, Bridge 

Street in contravention of the prohibition of vehicles under 3 tonnes crossing the bridge. 

This is a serious safety issue and it is a problem that has been of concern for us and members of the 

public for some time. We have recently been in receipt of data from Huntingdonshire District Council 

CCTV and it showed 182 vehicles crossing the bridge in one week, the majority of these vehicles 

being taxis and private hire cars. 

I would like to ask you to remind drivers employed by your company that driving across the old 

bridge in any vehicle that weighs below 3 tonnes is an offence for which they can be prosecuted.  

As a result of the high number of vehicles that have been crossing the bridge we will be patrolling this 

area and actively stopping and prosecuting drivers for contravening this regulation. We will also 

consider using CCTV footage of vehicles crossing the bridge.  

If wish to discuss this matter further please feel free to contact me. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Andrew Street 

Police Sergeant 

 
 
Item 29: Cycle Paths. 
PS said there were some improvements . Some new bits and some repairs. 
ML said that unfortunately the Bluntisham to Needingworth cycle path has come to a halt because they have 
come across a gas pipe. Unfortunately many of the maps showing gas pipe locations had been lost. Work on 
the path will start again in the New Year. They had used the initial £400k which had to be spent but they will 
get more funding which will not be time critical . But it will not be finished by Xmas. 
 
Item 31: Hill Rise/Houghton Road 
ML asked what was happening with the 200 houses planned. 
LC responded that they don’t know any more about this at present. 
 
Item 32: Market Street/ Station Road 
 
ML asked the committee if this item should be left on the list as there didn’t seem to be anything we could do at 
the moment. 
BB said there were 3 buses stacked up there today blocking the traffic. 
 
Item 35:    Marley Road/ Burleigh Road: 
PS advised that there is a  Town Council meeting tomorrow and this issue might come up. 
JC said there was a long history of concern over this corner and produced a letter on the subject dating from 
2003. 

 
8.  Speedwatch Situation 

 
ML said there good news from Andy Street. There is a new inspector in Huntingdon who has come from South 
Cambs where he had got Specials involved in monitoring speeding. He  wants to do the same in Huntingdon.  
 
KS said they were getting a Speedwatch group back up and running in the Upwood area because they need to 
do something about speeding.  
 



CS reported that David McCandless’s  Roadwatch organization is now operating and some PCs are writing to 
firms whose vehicles are speeding. One PC wrote to Tufnells and got a very positive response.  
 
NB added that he had received an email from Dave McCandless (DCM) saying that he can operate in 20mph 
limits as well.  
 
BH  asked if it was legal for DCM to be  using a ‘ghost car’ 
 
KS said that it was legal. It is an incredibly difficult situation all round. DCM has been badly treated but we have 
to engage with the police and they will not engage with DCM.  
 
ML  commented that no side will give way so things have reached an impasse. The guidelines have been 
modified slightly and the police have listened to some of our comments. They are now writing to firms whose 
vehicles are seen speeding. 
 
KS said there will be a meeting on October 15th in Warboys. He will  get some details for OM. We have to work 
within the system  but DCM has done a great deal of good.  

 
9. Speeding Tractors 

 
OM gave a quick summary of this problem. There have been several accidents recently involving tractors, two 
in Wilburton and one near Blunitsham.  
BB said they had seen them doing over 30mph but because of the regulations on number plates we can’t 
identify them. They had also observed lots of them using their phones while driving. 
PS thought that the general standard of driving is very poor. 
 
KS added that the police have been prosecuting tractor drivers in Norfolk. 

 
 

10. HCV Report 
 

OM gave a summary of the meetings held with PCs with regard to the imposition of weight limits  along the 
A1123, B1381 and B1049.  The purpose of the Traffic Restriction Orders  (TROs) was to keep HCV through 
traffic out of villages where they had an adverse impact on residents  through noise and pollution. They also 
posed serious safety problems. They would not affect local HCV traffic. 
 
Earith, Sutton, Haddenham and Wilburton had agreed to consider joint action to get TROs on the roads 
concerned. Cottenham and Hilton had not yet decided on the matter. 
 
At the request of Earith PC some members of the HCV group had met Steve Criswell on September 2nd to get 
an unofficial county council view of the proposals. As a result another meeting has been arranged on October 
15th which will also involve county council officers with responsibility for transport.  
 
The committee will be kept informed of progress in this matter. 

 

11. Reports from members 
 
JN, Earith :   
The PC had got a minor improvement grant to try to slow traffic on Meadow Lane. The plan is to change the 
priority at the corner of Meadow Lane and Colne Road,  plus a couple of pinch points. This might work in 
solving the problem.  
 
PS, St. Ives:  



It’s getting to the time of year when people need lights on bikes. There are lots of letters in the Hunts Post on 
this subject. Last week he saw a woman on a bike wearing black with no lights and she was cycling on the 
road. It’s not just car drivers who are the problem. 
 
CS, Fenstanton:   
There are a couple of mini-roundabouts and there is no paint left on them. He had offered to paint them himself 
but this was turned down by the PC. They have had a 40% reduction in budget. 
 
MN, Pidley:     
Still got speeding problems which has got worse since DCM stopped running Speedwatch. The letters he 
sends out are very good and he gets responses. At Fenton 90% of vehicles are over 30 mph. Some are over 
50 & 60mph.  Perhaps they could try and do something like Colne with speed bumps.  
 
KS, Upwood:  
They had recently reported 3 lorries, one from HDC. HDC got back to them and said the driver had been 
disciplined. Also the new highway code came out in June and he had checked to see if anything had changed. 
He is an advanced driving instructor and will go out with people free of charge. 
 
JC: 
Asked NB  if he knew when Sawtry Way would be relined. (NB replied that most of it has already been done). 
Also OM’s  honorarium is due. Also asked if OM had applied to the Town Council for funding?  (We haven’t). 
We should do this. (Maybe also write to Hemingford Grey) 
 
ML, Bluntisham:   
Arena structures are moving to the Burgess and Walker site. This should take away a lot of the parked traffic 
which is causing a problem. 
There had also been a complaint about Compass Point where people coming out on to the roundabout don’t 
always stop and there are no white lines there. There is potential for an accident here. Please can other people 
check on this. 

 
 
 

12. Matters for Further Consideration 
 
Street Lights: 
CS said that most PCs have had letters about the dimming of street lights. This is the usual CCC shambles. It 
is an invitation to more speeding and accidents.  
PS added that perhaps 90% of lights will be switched off.  
 

13. Next 3 RSC Meeting Dates 
 

Tuesday November 10th  

Tuesday January 12th  
Tuesday March 9th 



Appendix A – Letter from Jonathan Djanogly MP 
 

 
Dear Mr McLaughlin 
 
Thank you for contacting me about the review of all driving offences and penalties. 
 
I want to make our roads safer and ensure people who cause harm face tough penalties. As I am sure you 
understand, sentencing is a matter for the judiciary and it is important to respect their independence; however, 
I am pleased that in the last Parliament, the Conservative Justice Secretary, Chris Grayling, announced a full 
review of all driving offences and penalties, to ensure people who endanger lives and public safety are properly 
punished. 
 
The current maximum sentence faced by a driver who causes death while driving when disqualified is 2 years 
imprisonment and there is no specific offence of causing serious injury by driving while disqualified. This is not 
right. Those who chose to defy a ban imposed by a court and go on to destroy innocent lives must face serious 
consequences for the terrible impact of their actions. This is why the Conservative Party is committed to 
increasing the jail sentence for those offenders.  
 
In addition, the review is considering the maximum sentence length available for causing death by dangerous 
driving (currently a 14 year sentence);whether offenders convicted of causing death by dangerous driving 
should be denied automatic early release from prison at the half-way point in the sentence; whether sentences 
should be awarded concurrently or consecutively in cases where a number of people are killed as a result of 
dangerous driving, whilst recognising that the courts normally determine this issue; the length of the driving 
ban given to offenders, and the potential for ensuring that no period of their sentence counts towards the 
driving ban. 
 
We must make sure those who endanger lives and public safety are properly punished, and I believe this 
review will go some way to ensuring just that. 
 
Thank you again for contacting me on this important issue. 
 
Yours sincerely 
Jonathan Djanogly 
 
 
 



Appendix B – Report from Colin Saunderson  
 

 

At the meeting in the Huntingdon Town Hall on 24th July a considerable amount of time was given to how and 

where traffic data was collected to assist in traffic modelling. 

Shortly I will receive a copy of the presentation and I will pass this on. Speeds as well as volume was collected 

so it will probably be worth asking for this in relation to theA1123. 

 

One useful piece of information was that Crest Nicholson expect to sell quite a few houses to MOD employees 

who are working at Wyton thus reducing the otherwise likely volume of traffic movements out and reducing 

those already going in. 

 

I am ignoring information about quality of Crest Nicholson houses because that is not relevant to the RSC. 

 

I think that the idea of driving a road across the nature reserve (an SSI) is now extremely unlikely.  

Representatives of Woodhurst and Broughton were concerned about rat running and the difficulty turning on to 

the A141 against oncoming traffic. I suggested to the Broughton representative that the parish council should 

send a representative to the road safety committee. I offered to send the last minutes as an example of what we 

discuss. 

 

Wincanton Logistics are applying to move their container operation from Alconbury to Wyton for a three year 

period because they have been asked to leave to enable development to take place. At peak times there will 

be a vehicle movement every 4 minutes. About 150 jobs are involved. If  planning permission is granted they 

will have three years to find a suitable permanent home. They have agreed to use the A141 around Huntingdon 

to get to the A14but I guess that means the A1123 could be used whenever the A14 is blocked. 

Creating the infrastructure is expected to take 3 years during which time about 150 homes will be built. 

 

Liaison meetings will be every three months. Any parish or organisation not already receiving an invitation 

should contact Martin Curtis at martinc@curtinco.com. 

 

I am submitting some suggestions on how congestion around St Ives could be reduced. I will circulate them 

after I have sent them to Mr Curtis. They include the need to eliminate or reduce flooding at Earith. My view is 

that the development will take place so it should be viewed as an opportunity to try and get things done that 

the CC cannot afford to do. 
 
 


